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Happy New Year to all our supporters.  Our thanks to all of you who sent donations over the Christmas 
period and also for you generous donations of food and toys etc. 

Again we would like to thank all our volunteers whether it be those of you who work in our Charity 
Shop, help at our fairs or come dog walking.  We appreciate that many of our dog walkers travel quite 
a distance to come and take our dogs out and we are truly grateful to you.  We of course can never 

have enough volunteers and in particular would like to hear from anyone who would be willing to give 
half a day or more if possible in our charity shop.  Unfortunately due to staff shortage we have had to 

close the shop on a Tuesday.  We are hoping to resolve this situation this year.  If you feel that you can 
work as part of a team please contact Margaret on 07778445419.  As is a requirement with most vol-

untary positions applicants should be prepared to undergo a DBS check (previously CRB check). 

In 2015 we are pleased to say that we rehomed 16 cats and 4 dogs.  That may not seem to be a lot of 
dogs but when you consider we are only a small charity and can house a lot less dogs than cats we 

are pleased with this number and more importantly the quality of the homes our animals have gone to. 

We still have some of our old familiar faces though Rex was fortunate enough to spend Christmas away 
spending time with his girl friend Phoebe and her family.  We know that he had a treat of Christmas dinner 
on Christmas day just like his friends back at the kennels did.  For Harry our Greyhound it was his first 
taste of Christmas dinner and he found it necessary to hide some of his broccoli in his bed!  Both      
Shannon and Frankie wasted no time in wolfing theirs down and settled into their baskets for a snooze 
after having had a nice walk. 
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Pictures clockwise 1 ~ 5 ; . . 
1. Christmas Day and the 
dinners are all ready to be 
served up. ~ 2. Harry is not 
too sure about the broccoli !! 
~ 3. Harry decides to hide the 

broccoli in his bed !! ~ 4. Shannon had no problem tucking into her dinner, al-
though she was keeping an eye on the new tugger that santa had brought her. ~ 
5. Frankie is an old hand at this Christmas dinner thing and soon got stuck in, 
“broccoli No Problem”!!                     
In October Amy and Tom came along to meet the dogs and fell in love with Tia, 
we have to say the feeling seemed to be mutual.  As always a home check had 
to be done and this was one with a slight difference.  Amy and Tom lived on a 
barge; this was something we hadn’t encountered before.  However we des-
patched Sally our home checker with strict instructions not to fall into the water!  
After much discussion it was decided that this lifestyle may well suit Tia. And 
here we are three months on and Tia is more than happy with her new life.  We 
are so pleased for her.  We have homed many dogs and cats over the years and 
it is always nice to see them and know that they have grown happily to a ripe old 
age.  We were very sad to hear that Paco a lovely boy who we rehomed with  
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Harry’s idea of a perfect 

home . . . . . . . eat, sleep 

and go for not too           

energetic walks 

Have you spotted Archie 

yet?  He’s up to his usual 

trick hiding somewhere 

in  this  newsletter  

WANTED ! 

Cath some seven years ago has had to be put to sleep.  Cath had quite a few problems with Paco over 
the years but she loved him very much just as he loved her.  Thank you for going that extra mile to keep 
him safe and out of trouble Cath.  Frankie, Rex, Harry and Shannon are still waiting for that special right 
owner to come along.  Frankie and Rex are both fortunate enough to be able to get out of the kennels for 
a few nights of the week.  Indeed Rex has just returned from a weekend and in the Lake District.  Harry is 
more than happy to have a leisurely stroll and return to his duvet for a snooze.  This would be Harry’s idea 
of a perfect home he can eat sleep and go for not too energetic walks.  Shannon on the other hand is a 
little more challenging as she is a strong girl and is very reactive to other dogs that bark at her.  We are 
trying to address this problem and have a behaviourist coming to see her in the near future.  Hopefully we 
will be able to help to make her walks more peaceful for both Shannon and whoever is walking her.  We                  

 hope that one day that special someone will come along for her as she is such a  
        lovely dog with people. 

We have been very pleased with our cat homing over the last twelve months.  We were in particular very 
pleased for Kitty who had been with us for quite sometime.  When Mr and Mrs O’Brien came along just 
wanting to give a cat a home they were at first taken with Garth one of our extremely friendly cats.  How-
ever Garth did remind them of the cat they had recently lost and they found that too upsetting.  Then they 
were introduced to Kitty and as she had been here for quite a while decided she was the one for them.  
Kitty can be a little temperamental but they didn’t have a problem with this.  Kitty has now been renamed 
Millie and has now been in her new home for four months.  Next to leave us was Dolly who had been 
brought in from a local vets in the summer.  Dolly had been taken to them as a stray which was strange as 
she is such a lovely girl.  One of our active volunteers Sophie was looking for a cat that would live with her 
two dogs Cody and Tina.  Cody was the problem though; he had lived with a cat in the past but could not 
resist chasing a strange cat.  Therefore Sophie wanted a cat that would be calm around Cody in particu-
lar.  It only took a few weeks for Cody to accept his new friend and they now snuggle up happily on the 
bed together.  Last to leave us in 2015 to a permanent home was the lovely Garth who like most of the 
cats we take in came in as a stray.  This boy has a lovely nature and when Mr and Mrs Kennedy came to 
see him they immediately fell for him.  Garth seemed to settle in the minute his feet touched the floor of 
his new home.  Another happy ending for Mimi an elderly girl that came into us last April as her owner 
had sadly passed away.  Mimi had obviously had a very loving home all her life and it was sad to think of 
her spending the rest of her days in a cat pen.  Mimi also now has health issues for which she is on a spe-
cial diet and medication.  We were therefore delighted when Carole one of our volunteers said she would 
foster her.  Mimi has been with Carole and her other two cats since December now and though she is not 
too happy with the other cats she just keeps out of their way.  Besides that she is a very happy girl.  
These cats going to homes make a space for another needy cat to come into us.  Fortunately for Mel and 
Grant as we called them we were able to help.  Two volunteers of the Stockport Cats Protection League 
were shopping at the busy Peel Centre in Stockport just before Christmas when they saw two cats sat in 
the bushes.  This is not a normal place to see cats, nor is it very safe for them either.  It took a lot of time 
and effort for them to trap these cats and bring them away to safety.  At this time the CPL had nowhere to 
house them, fortunately we had a space for them and they came into us over the Christmas period.  In the 
New Year they were both neutered.  Grant is a lot more outgoing than Mel whom we assume is his  
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“Their Lives Are In Our Hands - They Trust In Us” 

. . “Gismo has 
been living 

rough for the last 
three years” . . 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

Mother.  Both have now gone to the CPL pens where in time they will be released to live a much safer and 
happier life.  To start off the New Year we were contacted by a lady whom had taken in a stray cat that 
was not getting on with her original cat.  Rosie as she was called was approximately six months old and a 
real stunning looking girl with her long hair and tabby markings.  We did wonder if someone would come 
forward for her as she was such a beauty and held off for a couple of weeks before getting her neutered.  
Rosie had been put on our Face book page and had been viewed by Marion and her family.  They were 
very taken with her after meeting her and wanted to offer her a home.  With this Rosie went into be 
spayed and went to join her new family a week after, where she has made herself at home.  To date last 
to join us is Gismo a very handsome longhaired black and white boy of about four years old.  Gismo has 
been living rough for the last three years getting food from whoever has been willing to feed him.  As an 
un-neutered tom he has also probably been fathering a lot of un wanted litters of kittens.   As he was a 
very timid boy and not easy to get hold of he had to be trapped,  his next port of call was the vets where 
he was blood tested, neutered, micro chipped and started his vaccinations.  Gismo is a very gentle unas-
suming boy now that he is with us and we are looking for a quiet home for him. 

Well, little Alice kitten is now officially a grown up cat having cele-
brated her first birthday in November ! She has been with me for 
nearly a year and what a year of highs and lows it has been.  
When she first moved in she was a tiny little thing, very unsure of 
herself and with a strange head wobble which was under investiga-
tion by her vet. She had to spend sometime in her crate which was 
partly to monitor her stability and partly to separate her from my  

two young daxi boys who weren’t sure what to make of her but regarded her with a little too much interest. 
ROCKY, the elderly foster boy, was quite happy to play with her at first but as she grew and became more domi-
nant he decided his days as a playmate were over and his ‘nanny’ role was taken over by MOLLYCAT,my eld-
erly Otterspool adoptee, who very quickly realised that this little annoying lodger had a large supply of toys, lots 
of treats and several meals daily which she was happy to share.  The head wobble became almost non existent  
but before any investigation started she suffered a series if fractures and suffered pain episodes and the focus 
then turned to finding the cause. In spite of this setback Alice was growing, had a huge appetite and a very 
strong character was emerging. Exhaustive tests were carried out, Alice was given her 15 minutes of fame on a 
veterinary consultaion website and finally there was a diagnosis of type 2 rickets which meant that she needed 
Vitamin D to improve her low calcium levels, the complication being that althougjh she was given large doses of 
calcium and strong medication she was not absorbing it. Throughout the weekly blood tests, x-rays and a variety 
of meds, Alice developed a playful side to her character, was – and still is – very vocal and demanding of my 
attention. Alice became stronger, the pain episodes ceased and there were no more fractures but I had to make 
sure that she didn’t climb on furniture  or stairs; I discovered a brand of papier mache scratching boards which 
were safe for her to sharpen her claws but they didn’t get caught as they do with sisal. Mollycat loved these 
boards and when Alice had finished playing with them took to sleeping on them!  Finally after months of treat-
ment Alice’s calcium levels were normal and she has now had normal readings over several months. She still 
has to be crated occasionally and always at night or if I am out of the house but is otherwise exploring her envi-
ronment with great relish and has a wonderful personality, a very loud voice  and what is clearly a belief that the 
household revolves around her, which of course it does.  Because  her early days were painful, restricted and 
most human contact was to medicate or examine her she was very skittish around me, difficult to catch at times 

and stressed around strangers. She 
now greets me begging for tummy tick-
les, rolling on her back  and purring and 
although it is clear that she views me as 
her devoted slave that’s alright by me!  
Well done Alice, even though you have 
had a variety of humans at your beck 
and call it has been your indominable 
spirit which has shone through and 
hopefully to carry you forward. 
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Rex visits Keswick during his 

recent weekend away in the 

Lake District. 

This boy gets everywhere!! 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind them.  With plenty of 
“TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of time when the right opportunity arises,  

re - home.  We presently have 5 dogs, 14 cats in our care, some of which have been with us for several years, and others have 
joined us more recently:- 

Dogs 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged   9  years 

Harry  Greyhound   Aged   4  years 

Rex  X ~ Breed   Aged   5  years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged 10  years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged   7  years 

 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged 12  months 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged   3  years 

Billy  Ginger & White   Aged   9  years 

Bridget  White & Tabby   Aged   5  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged   2  years 

George  Black    Aged   1  year 

Gismo  Black & White   Aged   4  years 

Leo  Black    Aged   6  months 

Lydia  Tabby    Aged 11  months 

Merlin  Black    Aged 18  months 

Mimi  Black    Aged 15  years 

Morag  Black & White    Aged   8  months 

Pepper  Black    Aged   1  year 

Poppy  Black    Aged   2  years 

 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to 
report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals or volunteer as a dog walker 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

 

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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Hello Friends, It’s Sir Winston here, or Winnie as most of you know me.  Well here we are with my first 
article of 2016, and although by the time you read this, spring will be in the air, I must start with my Christ-
mas update.  It was really exciting seeing the tree go up with all the sparkly decorations, and even more 
exciting seeing the growing pile of presents underneath it, all for me!!  These included a new Parka coat 
(very smart with a hood to keep the rain off), a hand-knitted jumper, a squeaky toy, a tug toy and of course 
plenty of edible treats and delicacies.  But the best present of all is having my own cosy home and a knee 
to sit on.  On a sad note, though, Christmas meant it was the last ever episode of Downton Abbey!  Fortu-
nately though, for my birthday last September, Auntie Linda bought me a copy of the Downton Abbey 
book (from the OAH shop) so now I can re-live all my favourite moments whenever I want.  One of my fa-
vourite traditions now is to visit my OAH chums at the Blossoms on Christmas Day, to take a walk with 
them and then help hand out the festive dinners, and last Christmas was no exception.  Following this, we 
went to Leeds to visit Auntie Mandy (Mum’s sister).  Returning on Boxing Day there were long delays on 
the motorway – we thought it was roadworks but found out later that an enormous sinkhole had appeared 
in the motorway just minutes before we arrived!  Mum thinks I must have sensed something, as I was 
barking a lot and was quite agitated at the start of our journey.  I now have a new walking buddy, Rex, an-
other Otterspool boy, and we regularly walk together on Saturday mornings.  Rex is a lot younger than me 
but I have no problem at all keeping up with him on our 2 mile walk.   Rex is a lovely dog, very respectful 
of the fact that whilst I enjoy walking alongside him, I also like my own space.  He is friendly with other 
dogs and people, what more could you wish for?  He does look rather like a fox and sometimes, when we 
are walking together I like to picture him in some of those splendid outfits worn by that famous fox, Basil 
Brush, although I’m not so sure Rex would like to wear them!  Do you remember that flurry of snow that 
we had earlier in the year?  I got quite excited and was like a puppy on our local park, running around ex-
citedly.  I know you will find this hard to believe, but I had my 15th birthday last September.  Mind you, 
we’ve had a lot of rain too, which I’m not too keen on, so sometimes I have to find ways of amusing myself 
in the house.  I’ve invented a new game called ‘hide the biscuit’.  Mum gives me a biscuit which I hide 
somewhere (behind a cushion, behind the furniture, in the bed etc.) then after a few minutes I start barking 
and Mum has to find it, give it back to me, then I hide it all over again!  It’s great fun.  Sometimes I like to 
play it at night when Mum has gone to bed, and she has to get up again to look for the biscuit!  Around 
this time of the year I like to start planning a few trips and days out. Later in the year we will be taking a 
trip to the seaside – I’ll tell you more about this in my next article, as it is still in the planning stage.  What I 
can tell you however is that it will involve a train journey, staying away from home and it will be to some-
where I have never been before!  In the meantime, we will have some days out nearer home and this will 
include a visit to Abney Hall Park.  I believe that the Hall is where Agatha Christie stayed, and as you 
know I am a huge fan of hers, especially the stories about Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot.  I always like 
to try and work out who dunnit before Mum does and I usually win!  So this will be a very interesting place 
for me to visit and who knows it might just inspire me to write some mystery stories of my own!  Perhaps 
they could be about a pair of canine sleuths (me and Rex) who solve mysteries (like Sherlock Holmes and 
Dr Watson).  You never know, someone might want to turn the stories into a TV series or a film!  If it 
makes me rich, I will of course give all the money to Otterspool.   
Well, dear readers, I’ve certainly got a lot to keep me busy, on top of my duties as Otterspool Ambassa-
dor. So I’ll say goodbye for now, and I hope to see you soon at one of our OAH events!   

Winston We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Portable 

Appliance Tester  prior to being offered 

for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in a  

reasonable condition  

A Date for Your Diaries; Saturday 18th June is Marple Carnival; 
We will have a fund raising stall, located in Memorial Park and 

will also be running the Fun Dog Show. See our Facebook page 
for further details nearer to the time. 
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www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven 

As the dark nights descend on us following the return to Greenwich Mean Time from British Summer Time in 
October and the cold winter weather starts to put in an appearance during November we all start to look forward 
to a few quieter weeks either side of Christmas when we are able to take a breather from the constant, organis-
ing, arranging and general rushing around that we seem to be doing continually, for 10 months of the year, from 

February through to November.  Although during this quieter period we may not be physically involved with 
holding fund raising events things are still going on in the background with planning of the coming years events, 
arranging dates and venues as well as ensuring the availability of our many volunteer helpers and on top of this 
being continually on the look out for suitable tombola prizes for the new years events.  Ensuring that we have 
adequate prizes for the tombola is one of our major headaches as this stall is usually one of the most popular 
and requires 200 prizes per event, this can be an even bigger worry on occasions where we have events very 

close to one another in the height of the summer. 

Before we were eventually able to slow down in 2015 we still had one last event to get through, which was the 
Christmas Fair held on the 8th November at the usual venue of The Hollies Scout Hut.  Although fairly well 

attended the total raised was slightly down on the previous years event, however we were very pleased to raise 
a total of £1055.00.  As we always say whatever is raised at the end of the day is money that we didn’t have at 
the start of the day, so helps to boost our coffers, plus it is always nice to meet up with friends and supporters 

both old and new, as well as see some of our “ex-inmates” and hear all about how they are getting along in their 
new homes. 

On the 19th December our good friends at O’Neill Patient Solicitors, in Hazel Grove, held an office charity 
event on our behalf and we were very happy to receive the sum of £709.10 being the proceeds of all their hard 

work and efforts in the run up to Christmas and we thank them for their continuing support.  

Also on the 19th December we were once again invited along to the Marks & Spencer store, on Commercial 
Road in Hazel Grove, for a day of bag packing. We managed to pull together 7 volunteers which meant that we 
could split the day into four shifts of one and a half hours each and were very pleased with the generosity of the 

stores customers as we raised the grand total of £227.40 for all our teams efforts.  

And so the festivities could begin, Christmas was upon us and finally we could put up our feet for a while or so 
we thought, as it was only for a while!  No sooner had the holiday been and gone than we were contacted by 
The Ring O’ Bells pub in Church Lane Marple to be advised that our old friend Peter Clarke was once again 

involved with their regular Thursday evening quiz nights and that they would like us to be the beneficiaries of the 
events on the 14th & 21st January.  We had benefited from these events a few years ago when Peter was the 
landlord of the pub and they had always been an enjoyable night out and so we quickly got busy through the 
power of “social media” and put together an advert to post on our Facebook Page. After two successful eve-

nings we were presented with £128.75 and probably a dunces cap for our team!  Still everybody seemed to en-
joy the evenings and it’s happening again in May (see back page for details).  Hopefully we may see some of 

you there. 

Also in January we were fortunate enough to receive donations from two separate organisations; 

Firstly the Asda store in Marple, who advised us that we had been their customers selected charity in their on-
going ‘Chosen by Us ~ Given by You’ in store event, whereby customers are given tokens after each shopping 
visit which they then place in one of three containers. Each container represents a local charity and the charity 
that receives the largest amount of tokens is presented with a cheque for £200.00. So Thank You to ASDA and 

all their customers in Marple. 

Secondly we received a letter from Altrincham & District Dog Training Society, who have supported us 
many times in the past.  This time we were advised that they had held a Christmas Fun Day and were pleased 
to present us with a donation of £100.00.  So Thank You also to the everyone concerned at the dog club includ-

ing the dogs themselves who probably had as much fun as the handlers at this event. 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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Sunday 20th March  
Admission 50p. ~ 12.00 Noon ~ 2.30 p.m. ~ Admission 50p. 

The Hollies Scout Hut, 194 Buxton Road, Heaviley, Stockport,  

SK2 7AE (Next door to The Albany Veterinary Clinic)  

All the usual attractions  ~ Various stalls : Groceries, Pet 

Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Good as New, Books,  

Tombola, Etc.  

Refreshments Available 

For two consecutive      
Thursdays 5th & 12th May     

~ 8.30 p.m. Start ~ 
Get a group of your friends to make 
up a team enjoy a night out and help 

fundraise for Otterspool @                                    

The Ring O’Bells 
130, Church Lane, Marple, 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 10th APRIL                                         

WOODFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE,                  

CHESTER ROAD, WOODFORD, STOCKPORT, SK7 1PS 

Dog Show Register on the day from 12.00 Noon    

Entry Fee £2.00 per class OR £5 for as many classes 

as you want. (Judging commences 12.30)                       

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-

Brac, Books, Tombola etc. ~ Ample Parking Available  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 


