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Some of you may remember that Ginge was waiting for a heart scan when our last newsletter went to 
print.  Fortunately the result was better than we had expected and even more fortunate for Ginge was that 
his new Dad came along.  John rang to enquire about Ginge as he had recently lost his elderly dog and 
felt he would like a cat to keep him company.  Before going to his new home Ginge had the dental work 
done that was necessary.  Once there Ginge soon settled in to home life and is now going outside, though 
he makes sure he doesn’t stray too far from home.  We were very sad earlier  

Hello again from all of us here at Otterspool.  We have been quite 
busy since our last newsletter with taking in and finding some 

really nice homes for our cats which is of course our main concern.  

on in the year when Morag was returned to us as her owner had died.  Morag 
had been used to being with just her Dad and it was a shock for her to be re-
turned to our cat pens. Consequently she could be quite unpredictable, purr-
ing one minute then spitting and lashing out the next.  We tried various plug 
ins and calming sprays to help her but at the end of the day she was just un 
happy.  We were therefore very pleased when Joy and Duncan got in touch 
with the offer of a foster home for Morag.  We explained how she could be but 
they were not in the least bit put off and felt they could deal with her.  We took 
her along to see how she would get on and predictably she was very wary of  

them.  However as Joy and Duncan gave her plenty of space she gradually grew in confidence and was 
there to meet them when they got up in the mornings.  They had a very sensible approach with her and 
she is now a much happier girl.  (See page 6 for Joy and Duncan’s experience of Morag, in their own 
words).  In March we were asked to take in a family of three cats that the lady who called claimed she 
had been asked to look after them for a while.  Apparently their owner had now said that she did not want 
them back.  Two sisters and a brother Arlo, Mab and Promethus were certainly a beautiful looking fam-
ily; none of them were neutered though so it’s lucky they weren’t an even larger family!  The first job was 
to get them into the vets to be neutered and start their vaccinations.  The lady they came from said they 
got on very well together; this unfortunately was not the case when they came into the pens.  The two girls 
were together and really seemed to hate the sight of each other.  When we had two people come to see 
them at the same time one day and both wanted to give one of them a home separately we decided that 
as they had such good homes to go to we would separate them.  Mab who had has been re named Jazz 
had gone to a family who had two kittens from us over eighteen years ago.  Arlo who is now called Vienna 
went to Alison and her family.  Both have settled in very well but were a bit of a handful at first as both 
families have recently lost older cats.  Prometheus had to wait a little longer until the right home came 
along for him.  One of many calls we received came was from a lady who had been feeding a very poor 
looking cat in her garden.  He was a long haired un neutered tom and was in quite a state with his coat.  
At the time we didn’t have any space to bring him in but said that we could pick him up and get him neu-
tered and get his coat sorted out.  This was on the understanding that he would have to go . . . Contd. Page 2 
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“He must think he is in 
heaven after spending 
so much time out on 

the streets” 

“Boy” 

Contd. from Page 1. . . back to the garden to be fed by the lady until a space became available to bring him in.  
Boy as he had been named went into the vets and as well as being neutered had a lot of work done on 
his very matted coat.  In fact there wasn’t a lot of it left by the time he was finished.  As the weather had 
turned really cold again we were quite reluctant to put him back outside with so much of his fur coat miss-
ing.  Kindly Gemma at Albany Veterinary Clinic offered  to go into work over the weekend to see to him 
as we would not have an isolation space free for him until the Monday.  Boy also started his vaccinations 
and waited patiently for the right family to come along for him.  As it happened he didn’t have to wait too 
long.  The Wilkinson family had recently lost their long haired cat and when they saw Boy’s video on Face 
book they were eager to come along and meet him in person.  Although Boy could be a little nervous at 
first he took to them straight away.  After having his second vaccination Boy said goodbye to us here at 
Otterspool to start his new life with the new name of Edgar.  He must think he is in heaven after spending 
so much time out on the streets.  

We had been holding out quite sometime to find a home for 
Simba and Nala together.  We were contacted by the 
Jamieson family who had previously re homed Jasmine 
from us.  They felt that they could not cope with three cats 
but would like to give Nala a home to be a friend for Jas-
mine.  In the end we decided to split them  as this pair had 
been with us quite some time and a home may well come 
along soon for Simba on his own.  Simba is such a friendly 
boy who loves to throw his arms around your neck for a 
hug.  At last for Prometheus a home came along. We were 
amazed this boy had been with us for so long as he was   

such a good looking boy with a wonderful character.  The Jones family recognised this the moment they 
met him.  Prometheus has fitted in perfectly with their family life and is now called Albus.  Our vets re-
ceived a telephone call from a gentleman who had returned home one day to find a heavily pregnant cat 
outside his house.  He had let her inside and she had produced three kittens for him.  Though he was 
happy to keep the Mum he felt he could not also keep the kittens.  We agreed to take the kittens on once 
they were old enough.  When they were seven weeks old we went along to collect them and also brought 
the Mother, whom he had called Charlie, away with them.  Charlie stayed with us until her kittens were 
weaned and she was able to be spayed.   Once she had got over her operation she was returned to her 
Dad David who was very happy to have her back. To date we have re homed one of Charlie’s kittens with 
the Ballinger family who were novices at cat ownership but are learning fast.  This little boy has been 
named Sydney.  The two remaining kittens are now four months old and we would prefer to find homes 
for them together.  As expected we have been joined by other cats recently.  We were asked to take in a 
cat that was living in a multi cat household and was not happy, there were also children where he was liv-
ing and he was not happy with them either.  When we accepted Huskie as he is called we were not aware 
until we saw his pet passport that he had travelled all the way from Singapore with his family.  Not only 
had he endured this plane journey but he had got out from his home in the UK and had been missing in a 
strange country for a month.  Huskie a large handsome looking tabby is very vocal and craves attention, 
he can get quite cross if he doesn’t get what he wants.  Therefore we are looking for a home for him as 
the only child, definitely no young children.  Preferably someone with a lot of cat experience and who has  
owned oriental cats in the past.  Huskie is a real character but likes things on his own 
terms.  Tilly came into us as she had been left in a property when the owner had 
moved out.  It was a gentleman that was working on the property that contacted us 
about her.  He had taken her home with him for the weekend but was unable to keep 
her as he worked away a lot.  Tilly went into the vets for a check up and to start her 
vaccinations before coming to stay with us.  We found her a really pleasant girl who 
really enjoyed her food when she came to us.  We received an enquiry about her 
from a young man looking for a cat for his Grandma and Grandad. When he came  
along to look at Tilly he also met Simba but felt Simba was too over enthusiastic 
about attention and that Tilly was the perfect one for them.  This was such a lovely 
home for Tilly and we were delighted when we left her there. . . . Contd. Page 3 
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We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Port-

able Appliance Tester  prior to being 

offered for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in a  

reasonable condition  

 All was well at first then Tilly started to be really aggressive with them, also she had started to go out but 
was coming back in and toileting in the house.  We have recently had to bring Tilly back to Otterspool, it is 
impossible to know how an animal is going to react when you re home it but this was a very severe 
change of character.  Hopefully someone else will show an interest in her and we will be better prepared 
to tell them what she is like.  We are always more than honest when re homing our cats and dogs 
and this was a total shock to us.  Poor Tilly doesn’t realise that she has lost that lovely home for herself.    
Blackie a seven year old girl has come into us as her owner who took 
her in as a stray has passed way.  Sadly for Blackie very few people 
give her a second look as she is black.  This is such a shame as she 
is a very unassuming girl and would make someone a perfect com-
panion.  On a visit to a property to collect goods for our charity shop 
we came across Tiger.  The owner of the property had been feeding 
Tiger for quite some time but had recently passed away.  Tiger had 
been quite happy living like this for a number of years, unfortunately 
the property was to be sold and there was no saying the next owner  

would want a resident cat.  Therefore we picked Tiger up and took him to the vets.  As he was an un neu-
tered tom he had quite a lot of battle scars, it was therefore decided to test him for the FIV/FELV viruses.  
Unfortunately he tested positive for FIV, Tiger is quite happy and healthy but we now need to find him a 
home as the only cat.  This is because he could pass on the virus through saliva and biting etc.  He is no 
threat to humans at all and is a very loving boy.  He could be fine for the rest of his life but we would be 
happy to help with any vets bills he may incur in the future.  On Easter Sunday we had a new addition to 

“He could be fine for the rest of 
his life but we would be happy 
to help with any vets bills he 

may incur in the future” 

Otterspool of a little tortoise.  It is not the first one we have had; 
this little one was found roaming the streets.  He had been ad-
vertised but as no one came forward for him here he was on our 
doorstep.  Fortunately for us and him our neighbours here at 
Otterspool had the last tortoise we had from us and agreed to 
take Tiny, as he was called, from us. We took 
them both to the vets to be micro chipped and to 
properly determine there sexes.  Appar-
ently Craig the much larger one is the girl!  

Meet Pablo Foley.  We 
are delighted to say that 
Lisa and Matt made the 

decision to adopt Pablo as 
one of the family.  We 

must thank Thor for being 
so understanding about 

his new brother. 

Another feline friend looking for a home is Oscar a fine looking Persian who 
was rescued by his present owner.  Oscar is two and has now been brought 
back to full health; the only problem is he does not get on with the ladies cat 
and three dogs.   Here we find another cat that needs a pet free home but 
also a home with no small children.  Anyone who like to do a lot of grooming 
and can meet these requirements please get in touch with us. 

After receiving a phone call from a lady who wanted to re home her Pomera-
nian Chihuahua X called Ozzi we went along to meet him and took his photo-
graph.  What a happy boy we found he was so loving and friendly.  At four 
years old Ozzi was being re-homed as his owner was expecting her fourth 
child.  We quickly put him on our Facebook Page and had a lot of shares and a 
lot of enquiries.  For one reason or another some of the homes were not suit-
able.  As luck had it we received and phone call from a lady called Liz enquir-
ing about a small dog as she had recently lost her elderly Jack Russell.  Liz 
knew nothing about Ozzi as she didn’t do Face book but was very keen to 
know more about him.  We arranged to go along and do a home check which 
turned out to be perfect for Ozzi.  After a long chat discussing his needs Liz 
and Ozzi were introduced and found to been a very good match.  We can’t say 
that things have been 100% perfect but Liz has had a lot of experience with 
dogs over the years and we are sure she can address any problems that arise.  



 

Page 4 

“Promethus aka Albus” enjoying the sun-
shine and his new garden furniture. 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind 
them.  With plenty of “TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of 
time when the right opportunity arises, re - home.  We presently have 4 dogs & 14 cats in our care, some 
of which have been with us for several years, and others have joined us more recently:- 
Dogs 

Blitz  Greyhound   Aged    4 years 

Buster  Greyhound   Aged    6 years 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged  10 years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged  11 years 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged    3  years 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged    7  years 

Belle  Black & White   Aged    4  months 

Bertie  Black & White   Aged    4  months 

Blackie  Black    Aged    7  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged    7  years 

George  Black    Aged    5  years 

Huskie  Tabby    Aged    7  years 

Morag  Black & White   Aged    6  years 

Pepper  Black    Aged    5  years 

Simba  Black    Aged    2  years 

Stan  Black & White   Aged    3  years 

Tiger  Tabby & White   Aged    6  years 

Tilly  Tortoiseshell   Aged    3  years 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly  

received. On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of  

your adopted animal and with luck be able to report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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                Have you         
 spotted 

 Archie yet?  
He’s up to his 

usual trick hiding  

somewhere in  this  
newsletter! 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

Frankie our Staffie X who has been an Otter-
spool boy for many years now remains in long 
term foster with Audrey where he is enjoying 
life to the full.  Frankie had a holiday in Filey 
earlier on this year and will be off to Anglesey 
for a week in October.  Thank you Audrey for 
giving him such a good life.  We are still 

looking for the right homes to come along for Blitz and Buster two greyhounds who are great friends but as differ-
ent as chalk and cheese.  Buster is a very bubbly confident boy who like to introduce himself to everyone he meets 
where Blitz is much more shy until she gets to know someone. 

I felt I must write and tell you about my new dog – greyhound Archie.  When my 11 year old Labrador 
Barney died I was heartbroken.  I had also lost my Husband of 64 years, 12 months previously.  My 
daughters and I searched for a replacement dog without success – until Margaret arrived with Archie.  He 
is 6 years old – lovely temperament – intelligent – well behaved – even with my 2 year old great grand 
daughter who can hug him and kiss him.  All my family adore him.  It is so lovely to have his company, I 
am no longer lonely.  His lovely welcome at the door when I have been out, him gently lying at my feet in the 
evenings.  Although he had never been in a house before he has always gone out to do his necessaries. 
If all greyhounds behave like him when they have finished their job I would recommend them to anyone who 
is lonely. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thank you Otterspool Margaret!! 
We at Otterspool must also say thank you to “Archies Margaret” for giving him such a lovely home for his retirement.  

(All these Margarets and Archies are getting a little bit confusing! )   

At the end of last year we re-homed Archie with Margaret, this is what she would like to say about Archie. 
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Joy and Duncan’s experience of Morag 
Morag first came to us she had recently lost her best friend whom was an 
older gentleman that has passed away. We related as we had recently lost our 
beloved fur baby.  At first she was very shy and stayed hidden behind the 
dryer and many other hiding spots that we didn’t even know existed in our 
house. She was coming out at night when we weren’t around as we could hear 
racing around upstairs and playing.  Over the last few months since we began 
fostering Morag her true nature has come out .With lots of love, understanding 
and positive reinforcement she has flourished into a more confident, inquisi-
tive, energetic and loving kitty cat. She is a true gem. She brings a smile to our 
face every day with her friendly nature, adorable chirps and mad kitten runs 
around the house. She loves to spend time with both of us. She always wants 
to be involved with whatever we are doing. She follows us around the house 
with her tail high in the air while meowing. She has become very talkative es-
pecially when she thinks a treat may be on offer. She loves rubbing up against 
us and then rolling on her back for the occasional belly rub, and approaching 
us for a stroke all over. Especially a rub on the side of her face. She is the first 
cat we’ve encountered that likes to give little kisses. She purrs most of the 
day.  Although she is 5 years old she still has the energy of a kitten and loves 
to play a lot! Sometimes she runs into the room and starts jumping in to the air 
to catch imaginary pray and then zips back out. Other activities she enjoys are 
watching the birds and world outside, sitting on laps and sneaking a snooze on 
the bed when no one’s looking.  As much as she enjoys attention and com-
pany she does have times when she would like some alone time.  She is nerv-
ous of strangers so needs to have the option of being able to hide when some-
one new enters the house.  She needs someone who is understanding of this 
and will go at her pace while offering a warm and loving environment. She is 
best suited for a quiet home without children.  



 

Page 7 
www.otterspoolanimalhaven.co.uk 

OTTERSPOOL ANIMAL HAVEN ~ CHARITY SHOP 
195A Bramhall Lane, Davenport, Stockport, SK2 6JA ~ Tel. 0161 483 8585 

www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven 

Well here we are again reporting on our latest fund raising events.   
After a much needed winter break we started 2019 with our Spring Fair which was held on the 24th March at the 
usual venue The Hollies Scout Hut. The weather was very kind to us and although this is an indoor event, we en-
joyed some lovely spring sunshine which we hoped would bring a lot of people out after the dreary months of Janu-
ary and February, unfortunately this was not the case and after an initial surge of people when we first opened the 
doors this soon reduced to a mere trickle over the remaining hour and a half.  We can only assume that the good 

weather had actually worked against us and that people had decided to get out and about in the fresh air.  Despite 
the reduce footfall we were very pleased, when at the end of the day, we were able to report a sum of £905.84 had 

been raised. 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

At the start of May we received a donation from The Duke of York pub in Heaviley.  Our good friend Joanne, who 
works in the pub, had organised a “Name The Teddy” and we were very grateful to receive £100.00 which the 

event had raised.  (Thanks Joanne and all the regulars from the pub for your efforts). 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Still in May and following on from the Spring Fair six weeks earlier our next event had quickly crept up on us, so here 
we were on Sunday 5th May at another one of our now regular venues, Woodford Community Centre, for our first 

“Fun Dog Show” of the year.  Once again the weather was being kind to us and at 7.30 a.m. as we arrived at the 
centre, to start setting up, the sun was shining in a clear blue sky.  Hopefully, we thought, as this is an outdoor event 
the good weather, unlike in March, will this time work in our favour! As we opened the gates at 11.00 a.m. we were 
really pleased at the steady stream of cars starting to arrive and by 12.30 p.m. when the judging was due to com-

mence there were very few spare parking spaces left on the car park.  We did have one worrying moment whilst set-
ting up when we realised that the internal battery on our PA system, despite being on charge the previous night, had 
decided to die completely, however with the help of a very long extension cable we were able to rescue the situation 
and get the system up and running in order that our friend and show organiser, Jane, was able to use a microphone 
and not have to risk losing her voice by shouting out loud all afternoon. (Although maybe Janes husband Paul would 

have been happy if she had lost her voice for a day or two! “Only joking Jane”). So at the end of a very enjoyable 
day out in the sunshine we were very happy to have raised £1250.25 for our cause.  

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Yet another six weeks later brings us to Saturday the 15th June and once again it’s Marple Carnival.  Over the 
years that we have been involved with this event the weather has, on numerous occasions, been a bit hit and miss 

and this year was no different.  Setting up in the morning the day was warm but rather over cast and talking with 
some of the carnival volunteers we were all trying to avoid using the “R” word! As the day progressed our fund rais-
ing stall was doing some steady business and the fun dog show was due to commence at 2.30 p.m. around the time 
that the carnival parade finished. We were hopeful that we might be lucky as the parade finished and people began 
to gather for the dog show, however our luck ran out when just 15 minutes into the show the heavens opened and 

the rain fell in torrents. Still the show must go on as they say and our thanks go once again to Jane, ably assisted by 
Julie, and indeed all the contestants for carrying on, although we must say that it will probably hold the world record 
for the fastest ever dog show ending with the Best in Show just 35 minutes after it started. Despite the weather we 

can report that the day boosted our coffers by an amazing £338.00. 
 *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

As we moved into July we received a donation of £71.03 from Holiday Inn Express in Stockport who had nomi-
nated us as their charity of the month for June.  Thanks go to everyone involved for the nomination and there efforts. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Finally on Sunday 21st July we were invited by our friends at Stopford Cat Rescue to have a fund raising stall at 
their Summer Fair & Fun Dog Show being held at Woodford Community Centre, our thanks go to Doris & Graham 

for manning the stall which helped raise £23.55 for OAH. 

Fostering Update Rocky & Alice. ~ Both are doing well and are still ruling the household!  Alice has decided 
she doesn't like my oldest cat who is 17 so there have been a few noisy spats but currently they both seem to 

have called a truce.  Rocky is celebrating his fourth year as an Otterspool foster and continues to amaze us given 
his early history when he required surgery and months of veterinary care.  He really is a special boy! 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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Fun Dog Show & Autumn Fair 
Sunday 22nd September 

Bramhall Cricket Club, Church Lane, Woodford, Stockport, SK7 1PQ. 

Stalls Open & Refreshments Available from 11.30 a.m. 

Dog Show Register on the day from 12.00 Noon 

Judging from 12.30 p.m. 
(To enter ; £2.00 per class or £5 for as many classes as you want with the same dog)  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample Parking Available On Site 

Admission;  

Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

 

Dog Show Registration from 12.00 Noon ~ Judging commences at 12.30 

Entry Fee £2 per class OR £5 for as many classes as you want with the same dog 

Woodford Community Centre 
Chester Road, Woodford, Stockport, SK7 1PS 

Various Stalls; Books; Bric~a~Brac; Cakes; Pet Foods; Tombola 

Ample Parking Available;  

Admission to Venue  

Cars ~ £1.50 : Pedestrians 50p. 


