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 “Simba” 

“Sheldon” 

Hello from us here at Otterspool once again.  We have had quite a mixed bag of events during the last few 
months.   In our last newsletter we were more than happy to report the re homing of some of our cats.  We go to 
great lengths to mare sure that the homes we place both our dogs and cats in are the right ones.  Sometimes though 

things just don’t go as planned and you really can’t explain to animals what is best for them! 

In February we re-homed Freddie and Spice with Pat and Tony and felt confident that 
these two boys would be fine together in the lovely home we had found them as they had 
spent quite some time together in our cat pens here.  Unfortunately after a couple of weeks 
Spice became very unsettled and was going for Freddie.  He was taken to the vets and 
found to have cystitis probably brought about by stress.  He was put on necessary medica-
tion and returned home.  For a couple of weeks he was fine.  Sadly after a couple of weeks 
the symptoms returned and Freddie was having a rough time of it being attacked.  Spice 
returned to the vets and then came back to us here at Otterspool.  It would appear that 
though Spice had not minded sharing a cat pen with Freddie and even his food, he was not 
happy to share his new mum and dad with him.  If Spice was in the room with them and 
Freddie came in he would get himself worked up into a real jealous state.  Spice is now 
back with us and is looking for a home where he can be the only cat.  He needs to be in a 
calm and peaceful environment.  As well as Spice we had also re homed the lovely 

Jackson with Ivy who had also come from Otterspool.  Jackson settled in well and first and the two of 
them got on together.  However once Jackson had got his feet under the table he started to bully Ivy mak-
ing her life a misery.  The two of them had to be kept separate in the house though if they happened to 
meet outside Jackson would let Ivy know who was boss.  As the family are soon to move to a smaller 
home we all felt that to be fair to Ivy Jackson would have to be returned to us.  He is now back with us and 
wondering what he could possibly have done wrong!  For his next home he needs to be the only cat.  He 
is only young and is a very affectionate and loving boy with people.  We do have some happier stories 
though!  Tabitha a young female came into us during the very bad weather we had earlier this year.  She 
had been living outside in the snow and needed somewhere to go.  When the Clarke family came along 
they were a bit spoilt for choice with all the lovely cats we had waiting for homes.  In the end Tabitha won 
their hearts and after being neutered, vaccinated and chipped she went off to join her new family with one 
other cat and a dog whom we are pleased that she gets on really well with.  In November 2017 Cassie  

had come into us as her owner had sadly died.  This lovely girl missed one or two homes, 
some because she was long haired and some because she was black and white.  During 
her stay with us she had quite a lot of dental work done but other than that was in good 
health.  Things worked out well for Cassie in May when Brenda who adopted two kittens 
from us 18 years ago came looking for a new friend.  Cassie settled in like she had al-
ways lived there and is now a very spoilt girl.  When Sarah came to us looking for a cat 
she also was spoilt for choice with all the friendly cats that we had.  Luckily, though he 
wasn’t at the front of the cage saying take me, Sheldon caught her eye.  Sheldon was 
returned to us last November for being destructive in the house.  From being a kitten he 
had been a house cat and it would appear that he had become bored being confined.  
Though Sheldon was fine with us here he was always very shy when strangers come to 
see him.  This didn’t put Sarah off as she lived on her own and didn’t mind a timid cat. 
Contd. Pg. 2 
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. . . . . . she will stay here 
to get over her operation 

then be returned to where 
she came from. 

“Hugo” 

Contd. from Pg. 1;  We assured her that once Sheldon got used to her he would be really friendly and loving.  
Sheldon’s life has now turned around where he is experiencing the great outdoors and has an owner who 
loves him.  Simon was next to leave us to join the Powell family he has now been re named Pep.  This 
family had for sometime enjoyed the company of a neighbour’s cat.  When the neighbours moved away 
and took their cat with them they felt quite lost and decided to adopt a cat of their own.  Simon has been 
with them since May and has made himself very much at home.  As always there is someone waiting for a 
space as one becomes available.  Georgia a lovely longhaired tortoiseshell and white girl who is 8 years 
old needed somewhere when her owner moved into accommodation that she could not take her to.  Geor-
gia would make someone who wanted company the perfect companion. 

For sometime on and off we had a very handsome un 
neutered ginger tom cat visiting our cat pens.  In order to 
find if he belonged to anyone we put a collar on him with 
a message and waited to see if anyone got in touch.  We 
heard nothing for a while and our visitor disappeared.  It 
must have been over a month later that a lady living lo-
cally came and asked us about him as he had been liv-
ing in her garden and she had seen the collar on him.  It 
was obvious that no owner was going to come forward 
for him so we had him taken into the vets to be neutered 
and start his vaccinations.  Happily Vicky whose garden 
he had been living in decided that they would like to give  

him a permanent home.  We waited for his rather strong tom cat smell to die down before 
he went to live in the house with his new family that includes two other cats.  He had a 
couple of names at first but now has settled as Hugo.  Jasmine who is four years old ar-
rived next with her litter of four five week old kittens.  These four bundles of energy kept 
Jasmine on her toes but it was no problem to her as this was not the first litter of kittens 
she had reared and was an expert at it.  Happily this was the last litter she would have as 
she has now been spayed and gone off to a home with three of her kittens!  We wouldn’t 
normally encourage anyone to take on such a large family all at once but the family they 
have gone to have previously had a cat from us and have been used to having more than 

one cat in the house.  Recently they lost their last cat and decided to give a home to this family.  The one 
remaining kitten has gone to join Katie and family who also have a cat Dennis from us and Sky a very cat 
friendly dog.  Nala and Simba came all the way from Wales to be with us as their owner was moving to 
Stockport and the Landlord of the property she was moving into wanted £200 deposit per cat which she 
couldn’t afford.  When they arrived Simba was like a wild animal, he was very stressed after his long jour-
ney and his new surroundings.  It took him a few days to realise that no one was going to hurt him and like 
his sister he purrs away when you stroke him or speak to him.  They are now eleven months old and we 
are looking for a home where they can stay together.  We must not forget the very handsome Thomas 
who made a space for Nala and Simba to come in.  Georgia had seen Thomas on our Face book page 
and felt he was the boy for her.  Thomas has had some problems with his skin and as this was an existing 
condition we have paid to have it treated.  We are happy to say that Thomas now seems to be responding 
to his treatment.  On the 7th July Sabine who had been brought into us as a stray presented us with three 
kittens.  From her age we would assume this is her first litter and she is very proud of them.  There are two 
black and one tabby like Sabine.  To date we have homes for two of them when they are ready to go.  Sa-
bine herself has a home to go to with the people that found her when she had finished rearing her kittens 
and has been spayed.  Another very charming tabby girl we have is Evie who is 14 months old.  Evies 
family were moving house and as they were going to be living on a main road they did not want to put her 
at risk.  We do have someone who is interested in her so hopefully she won’t be with us for too long 
though August is always a difficult month for homing as so many people are on holiday.  We always think 
that money spent on neutering is money very well spent.  At the moment we have a six month old cat in 
who has been living in a garden with her sister.  These cats are being fed but appear to have no owner.  
We have managed to trap one of them and neuter her, she will stay here to get over her operation then be 
returned to where she came from.  We are hoping to trap her sister very soon as she has   ,  ,  , Contd. Pg. 2 



 

Page 3 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands - They Trust In Us” 

. . . . . . . . . . as she has 
already had one litter 
of kittens that died as 

she was  unable to care 
for them.   

We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Port-

able Appliance Tester  prior to being 

offered for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in a  

reasonable condition  

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

Contd. From Pg. 2;  already had one litter of kittens that died as she was unable to care for them.  The sooner we 
can trap her and get her neutered the better for her though she obviously doesn’t understand this.  As she 
saw her sister go in there she is avoiding the trap at all costs!  Unfortunately it happens every year nu-
merous amounts of litters of kittens are born as people fail to see the importance of getting their cats neu-
tered.  Some that go into rescue will be lucky and find homes where they will be neutered and cared for.  
Others will live miserable lives turning out litter after litter and living rough hunting for food to survive.  This 
is an age old problem and is not getting any better in fact it is becoming much worse.  Please let us know 
if you know of someone who has a cat that requires neutering we will always help.  Besides money spent 

on routine neutering and vaccinations we have recently had to have a 
lot of cat dental work done.  There are very few cats over the age of 
three years old that do not need some sort of dental work.  If a cat or 
dog has a home to go to we have them checked out at the vets to 
make sure they are fit and healthy.  If it is picked up that they need 
anything doing including dental work it is done before they leave us.  
We raise the money to spend on the animals in our care, whatever 
they need they get.  Frankie our cross Staffie who is in long term fos-
ter care with Audrey recently had two suspicious looking lumps re- 

moved which was quite a big operation for him.  Fortunately these lumps turned out to be less sinister 
than they looked. Frankie is now over his ordeal and is back to the best of health.  In our last newsletter 
we received a report from Ellie who was fostering Pippa.  This girl had been though quite a lot in her short 
life and had one or two behavioural problems.  Fortunately Ellie and Nick have worked with her and 
have now given her a permanent home where she is much more settled and happy.  Pippa 
has now become much more relaxed around strangers and other dogs.  

THE THREE MUSKATEERS ~ (MUSKEHOUNDS) 
Some of you who came to Otterspool in the early days will re-
member our three scoundrel Jack Russell’s Tag, Sammy and 
Winston.  These three boys certainly had what you would call 
character!  Eventually they all managed to find very loving 
homes with people who knew them as they had walked them for 
quite sometime and were well aware that they were far from 
saints.  Winston was the last to be re homed with his Auntie  

Julie who had been coming to walk him for years but hadn’t been able to offer him a home until she 
moved into suitable accommodation.  Winston passed away last year and Tag some five years before.  
We were very sad at the beginning of this year to hear from Clare and Peter who had adopted Sammy 
that he had gone to join his two friends.  Sammy was if anything the more challenging of the three boys 
and we would like to thank them for giving him such a lovely home and some wonderful holidays.  Sammy 
often came to visit us at our fairs and dogs shows, the last time we saw him he was looking much older 
but he was 19 which was a fantastic age.  We are so glad that we gave this stroppy young lad the chance 
to live such a happy long life. The end of an era! 

Sammy Tag Winston 

You may have noticed in the top left hand corner of this page a new 
logo. We will be using this in conjunction with our old logo, which is in 
the top right hand corner of this page, however you will see more of the 
new logo over time, as items like our xmas cards and our new teardrop 
flag require higher definition vector files for the digital printing process.  
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Sabine with her new born kittens, who have now grown 

into the 4 week old giants in the picture on page 5. 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind 
them.  With plenty of “TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of 
time when the right opportunity arises, re - home.  We presently have 4 dogs, 12 cats & 3 kittens in our 
care, some of which have been with us for several years, and others have joined us more recently:- 
Dogs 

Blitz  Greyhound   Aged    4 years 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged  10 years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged  11 years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged    9 years 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged    3  years 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged    4  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged    4  years 

Evie  Tabby    Aged  14  months 

George  Black    Aged    4  years 

Georgia  Tortoiseshell & White  Aged    8  years 

Jackson White & Black   Aged    2  years 

Nala  Black & White   Aged  10  months 

Pepper  Black    Aged    4  years 

Sabine  Tabby     Aged    1  year 

Simba  Black    Aged  10  months 

Spice  Ginger & White   Aged    5  years 

Kittens  2 x Black ~ 1 x Tabby  Aged    4  weeks 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to 
report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

 

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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Have you spotted Archie 
yet?  He’s up to his usual 
trick hiding somewhere 
in  this  newsletter! 

WANTED ! 

There is still time to sponsor Andrew by visiting his Virgin Money Giving 

page :-  https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AndrewGreen73 

The latest Fostering news from Laneside Towers in the hills of New Mills ~ “Alice & Rocky” 

Rocky is still going strong and remains the elder statesman of the family.  He has had a few minor 
health issues but has always managed to bounce back!  He is treated with the greatest of respect by 

my daxi boys and my very elderly cats know to keep a respectable distance from him.  He has the most 
comfortable bed in the house, well what more would you expect for someone of his stature, and wow 

betide any of the others if they so much as think about trying it out for themselves!!!  
Alice is, as ever, full of beans, a very lively little cat who still thinks she is a honorary dog!  Recently 
she has been more amenable to allowing petting from people she doesn't know well which is a real 
breakthrough.  She really is as bossy as rocky and together this odd little pair rule the roost here at 

Laneside Towers!  

You may remember from our last newsletter the 
story of “Arlo” our Chihuahua cross, who was waiting 

for the results of a home check.  We are very 
pleased to be able to report that all went well and 

from the feedback that we are getting from his new 
owners Arlo has settled in really well with the three 

other dogs in his new home and has become a  
popular member of his new pack. 

With upcoming events, fund raising fairs and Fun Dog Shows on the horizon, we would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who can turn their hand to a spot of baking and perhaps help out by 

donating a home baked cake, buns or scones for us to sell at these events.  The home  made cake 
stall is always very popular at these events and is more often than not the first stall to close down 

due to the fact that they have sold out of stock!   
You could also help in other ways by thinking of us in the event that you have any unwanted gifts 

as we are always in need of raffle prizes and also smaller trinkets for the tombola stall. 

Other than that we will be pleased to see you just coming along and supporting our events on the 
day.  Thank you one and all for your continued support. 
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We always consider March to be our “New Year” as far as Fund Raising goes, although things are being planned well before this we 
appreciate that everybody, helpers and supporters alike, need the chance to get over the hectic Christmas period and to start looking 
forward to the lighter nights and better weather.  This year was no different when we started on two consecutive Thursday evenings, 
March 15th & 22nd, as the guests of our old friends at The Ring O’Bells in Marple for their Fun Quiz Nights which raised a very 
healthy £204.00 for our cause.  (We understand that the new landlord of The Ring O’Bells does not intend to continue with 
these Charity Quiz Nights, so we would like to say thank you to all involved, especially Peter Clarke and his wife Sue who       

organised the quiz, for their support over some 14 or more years).   

The following Sunday, March 25th, saw things once again starting up in earnest with our first major event of the year the Spring Fair, 
held at the usual venue, The Hollies Scout Hut in Heaviley.  Things were a little quiet for this one, maybe because people had for-

gotten to put their clocks forward an hour the night before, who knows? However at the end of the afternoon we were pleased to have 
raised a quite healthy £737.60 

Moving on into April and we had some very heavy rainfall which, as our next event was our first Fun Dog Show of the year at   
Woodford Community Centre, was quite worrying as obviously this was an outdoor event.  Sunday April 8th arrived and we   

couldn’t believe our luck when, despite the weather forecast the day was starting cloudy and dull but at least dry, the same couldn’t be 
said for the field which to say the least was a little boggy! As the day progressed and people started to arrive it got even better the 
cloud gave way to lovely blue sky and yes, sunshine.  Most people had realised that the field would probably be a bit wet and had 

brought suitable footwear so at the end of the day everybody seemed to enjoy themselves and we were extremely pleased that all our 
efforts had raised the amazing sum of £1,290.37.  

Bank holiday Monday 7th May and a completely new venue and event for us.  We had been chosen as the beneficiary charity for 
Paws & Play in the Park 2018, taking place in and organised by “The Friends of Lumb Lane Park” in association with “I Love 
Bramhall” & “I Love Cheadle Hulme”. We had a fund raising stall at the event and also received all monies raised by the bumper 

charity raffle, which featured many prizes, all of which had been donated by local businesses in Bramhall, Cheadle Hulme and      
surrounding areas. At the end of the day we were very pleased with a very respectable total for the day of £426.56 

 A month later, Tuesday 5th June, saw our good friend Andrew Green departing the UK for his epic journey to Tanzania prior to his 
climb to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro. Some 4 flights later he eventually arrived at his destination, most probably shattered from 

the travelling before the climb had even begun! After around 36 hours to acclimatise, the next phase of Andrews journey began on 
Friday 8th June with a 3 hour cross country ride to the climb start point. Over the next 6 days we followed the climbs progress on the 

internet and are very pleased to say that the group reached the summit of the mountain at daybreak on the 13th June after 
starting the final ascent at midnight on the 12th (See Picture Page 6). We can’t thank Andrew enough for adopting us as his   

charity and are very grateful for the tremendous support he received in sponsorship which to date totals, including Gift Aid, £2114.03 
with a few more pounds still to collect.   

After all the excitement of Andrews adventure it was back to the “Bread & Butter Fundraising” on Saturday June 16th as we were 
once again in attendance at Marple Carnival (where did that 12 months go, I asked myself?).  As in previous years we had a fund 

raising stall and also organised the Carnival Fun Dog Show.  Once again the weather was very kind to us, that is until the very last 
few      minutes as we were rushing to get the stall packed away the clouds darkened and then, thunder, lightning and an almighty 

downpour just about washed us out.  Still our spirits weren’t dampened, especially when we totalled up the days takings at £467.23. 

As we get more up to date and into July, we were very pleasantly surprised when we opened the post on July 12th to find a donation 
of £500.00 from our old friends at Altrincham & District Dog Training Society, who have supported us and made many donations to 

our cause over recent years. 

Our most recent event was as the guest of another local charity “Stopford Cat Rescue” (Reg. No. 1178415). They are a relatively 
new charity, born out of necessity and ably run by our old friend Jackie Goodman and her team of volunteers.  The event took place 
on     Saturday July 14th at  Woodford Community Centre and was the charities first major event, comprising of a Fun Dog Show 
and   Summer Fair.  Earlier in the week due to the extreme hot weather it had looked like the Dog Show may have to be cancelled, 
however after checking the weather forecast they decided to proceed and were rewarded with plenty of cloud and a slight breeze 

which made things bearable for the canine entrants. All in all it was a very pleasant day and we can report that our own stall raised a 
pleasing £84.25. Our thanks go to Stopford Cat Rescue for inviting us along as their guest.  

As we were compiling this newsletter we were contacted by a lady from Pure Innovations, who run the Etherow Park Cafe in      
Compstall, they had organised a Fun Dog Show on Sunday 22nd July and advised us that they would also be running a raffle in 

aid of Otterspool, we were really grateful for this unexpected support and very pleased to receive the £41.40 proceeds from the raffle. 
Our thanks and appreciation go to all involved.  

Finally we can’t finish this section of our newsletter without giving a mention once again to all the local Veterinary Practices who help 
us in many different ways; Albany Veterinary Clinic; Evergreen Veterinary Surgery; Torkington Park Veterinary Centre &     

Marple Veterinary Centre who have recently made some much appreciated donations including pet food, toys, pet beds & carriers.  



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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Fun Dog Show & Autumn FAir 
Sunday 23rd September 

Bramhall Cricket Club, Church Lane, Woodford, Stockport, SK7 1PQ. 

12.00 Noon ~ 3.00 p.m.  

Dog Show Register on the day from 1.00 p.m. 
(To enter ; £2.00 per class or £5 for as many classes as you want with the same dog)  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample Parking Available On Site 

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Dog Show Register on 

the day from  

1.00 (Judging 1.30);  
Entry Fee £2.00 per 

class or £5 for as many 

classes as you want 

with the same dog.  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet 

Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, 

Tombola etc. 

Ample On Site Parking  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ;  

Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

Refreshments, Various Stalls, 

Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, 

Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample On Site Parking  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p.  

Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

CHESTER ROAD 

WOODFORD 

STOCKPORT 

SK7 1PS 

In case you can’t make 

it out from the picture of 

Andrew at the summit of 

Mount Kilimanjaro on 

page 6, this is the T-

Shirt that he is wearing. 
In case you are struggling to find 

Archie in this edition of our newslet-

ter, here’s a little tip. . . Try looking 

for him while holding the newsletter 

upside down!! 
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